PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY
we shut ourselves up indoors and speculate over
books. Finally your Russian sits behind the oven
and doesn't even think, he just muses. The farther
north, the more isolation and seclusion, and the
more family life. Look around you and see how
the trees are turning gold and changing colour!
Each season of the year gives us a different beauty,
different impressions, and the more complex and
intensive farming befitting the climate. The Italians
have not got this, and you do not find it in the
ancient writers.
*
*               #
Of course I am in favour of classical education:
only it must not be mere juggling with words.
It is always good to get to know the spirit of another
nation. Greece and Rome were comparatively
primitive in their religion, science, philosophy, and
art, as well as in the technical, economic, and
political sphere: it is easier to get to the kernel
of things. And this primitiveness is somehow con-
genial to young people. The clearness and logic
of the classical languages has something to do with
it: Latin and Greek grammar inculcate accuracy and
punctiliousness in thought and word. And the great
beauty, purity, and harmony in their artl Beauty
of form and artistic perfection are eternal. Homer,
Sophocles, Aeschylus should be read in school, and